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University Graduate Council 
May 2, 2005 

Minutes 

 
 
 
Present:  K. Klomparens (Grad School), E. Crawford (CANR), J. McClintock (COGS), M. Orth 

(CANR), W. Brown (CNS), Glenda Lappan (CNS), M. Boyer (COGS), Roger Baldwin 
(ED), K. Ramesh (BUS), T. Levine (CAS), L. Spence (NUR), C. Newman (COGS), B. 
Ames (HEC), S. Arch (CAL), J. Smith (ED), G. Blanchard (CNS), M. Morash (CSS), 
Karin Wurst (CAL), Julian Cook (COL) 

 
Guests: Joan Ferrini-Mundy, (Division of Science and Math Education), George Leroi (Natural 

Science), Doug Estry (Natural Science), Clifford Weil (Mathatics),  
 Thomas Parker (Mathematics), Sharon Senk (Mathematics), Loran Bieber, Acting UIIO, 

Mary Lundeberg, (Chair TE), Carol Ames (Dean, Education), Richard Prawat (Chair 
CEPSE), Karin King (Mathematics), Zengfang Zhou, (Mathematics) 

 
 

1. Approval of Agenda. Unanimously Approved! 

2. Approval of April 11, 2005 Minutes.  (Attachment) Unanimously Approved! 

3. Remarks from the Chairperson.  (Morash) Provost Candidates have been interviewed. 

4. Remarks from the Graduate School.  (Klomparens) 

 Klomparens thanked members of UGC for their service 

 A draft of a faculty conflict of interest policy is in the works.  UGC is cited as a participating 
 governance group for some of the processes proposed. 

 A draft of human subjects language for the faculty handbook exists.  Immediate feedback is 
 needed, by Linda Triemer. 

 There was a request for a non-tenure stream faculty to be admitted to a doctoral program.  
 UGC did not wish to take formal action on this issue and had no problem with the request (as 
 this was a non-tenure stream faculty member). 

5. Remarks from the COGS Representative. (Newman) None 

6. Report of the Representative to the University Research Council.  (Anne Ferguson) None 

7. Reports of the University Graduate Council Subcommittees. 

Curriculum and Program Review Committee 

No Report 

Academic Research Policy Subcommittee 

No Report 

Graduate Instruction, Employment, Mentoring Subcommittee 

RA/TE Appointments to Level 3 recommendation was unanimously approved 
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8. *Recommendation for stipends for RAs and TEs  Unanimously Approved 

9. Elections for 2005-06  The list of candidates for office was unanimously approved 

10. University Intellectual Integrity Offi cer Annual Report (Acting UIIO, Loran Bieber) 

 Three reports (years 2002-3, 2003-4, 2004-5) were distributed.  Procedures will change in 
 response to new regulations.  A broader definition of “data” is likely.  Previous collaboration 
 will not be considered plagiarism.  The office is adhering to present requirements in the 
 Procedure and will begin to shred case files older than 3 years. 

11. *Request to establish a Master of Science degree in Mathematics Education in the College of 
Natural Science.  (bring materials from April 11, 2005 meeting)  

12. *Request to change the administrative responsibility for the Doctor of Philosophy degree in 
Mathematics Education from the Department of Mathematics, College of Natural Science to the 
College of Natural Science.  (bring materials from Apri l 11, 2005 meeting) 

Items 11 and 12 were considered together.   

 Much debate over the merit of the proposals was heard.  Advocates of the requests noted that 
 Math Ed. is a multi-disciplinary area requiring expertise in areas other than just math, that the 
 area is important, that success of the program as currently administered has been limited, that 
 the faculty involved in the program are distinguished, and that approval of the requests would 
 facilitate MSU becoming a world leader in Math Ed.  The proposal has the support of the 
 faculty  and students in math Ed., and the support of Colleges of Natural Sciences and 
 Education.  Representatives of Math Department (who were not in the Math Ed. Program) 
 strongly objected to the request on the grounds that graduate work in areas other than math 
 constituted a lowering of standards. 

 A vote on items 11 and 12 yielded a simple majority of 8 for, 7 against, and 1 abstention. 

 This vote was subsequently invalidated because of procedural errors. 

 NOTE 5/6/05: UGC will take the issue up in Fall 2005 

13. Roundtable 

 The data storage committee will continue to meet.  UGC will be informed. 

 Ames raised the issue of fixed-term faculty and the staffing of graduate committees, especially 
 at the doctoral level. 

14. Adjournment. 


